





With this issue of Carolina Planning, we have chosen a geographic rather than a topical
boundary for these articles. As noted by David Quinn, the Blue Ridge Mountains have
traditionally divided the mountain residents from those from "off the mountain." It is
doubtful ifany ofour authors would agree on a single boundary for the mountain region, nor
is that of critical importance here. We focus on issues that, while not unique to this area, are
heightened by its history, culture and topography.
Western North Carolina's riches, from mountain vistas to rich mineral deposits and
timber stands, have differentiated it from the rest of the state and driven its development
over the past two centuries. The mountain region remains relatively isolated from the rest
of the state, despite the building of rail lines in the 1880s and the federal highway system in
this century. State interest in the development of the region remains high, however, as
evidenced by attempts to institute land-use planning in the mid-1970s and the recent
formation of a study commission to again look at both state-wide and mountain-area land-
use planning.
David Quinn provides the historical and economic setting for the region and the
remainder ofthe articles in this issue. The following set of articles cover a broad range, from
economic development to forestry and archeology. The mountains of western North
Carolina remain predominantly rural. Consequently, economic development is a high
priority for every mountain county. Bruce Boggs describes the Regional Economic Strategy
Project, which has enhanced the region's economy by promoting leadership on key issues.
William Weeks directs the MAY Coalition, an innovative anti-poverty effort in Mitchell,
Avery and Yancey counties.
The National Forest Services update to the Natahala-Pisgah National Forest plan evoked
strong reactions in the mountain region. Walton Smith, a life-long forester, describes
alternative management strategies for forestry operations and calls for a return to the
practices that were in place through the 1960s. Michael Hartley reaches much further back,
to the eighteenth century, in his description of the Moravian settlement in North Carolina
and their reliance on comprehensive land-use planning.
The final section deals specifically with the contentious issue of land-use planning in
western North Carolina. Frank Caldwell and Susan Smith review a 1981 report on land-use
planning in the mountain region and provide updates on the status of each of the reports
recommendations. Garry Cooper provides the perspective of an academic to the debate,
arguing the merits ofmandated planning, tempered by a number ofcaveats for the legislative
study commissions. Brian Ahman gives us the first look at the results of the Mountain
Outdoor Recreation Alliances study of outdoor recreation in western North Carolina,
directly affecting the traditional economic development vs. environmental protection
debate. Ginny Faust highlights some ofthe difficulties ofland-use planning in the mountain
region and provides a personal recipe for successful planning. Susan Smith returns with a
description ofcommunity forums on land-use conducted in the region in the Fall of 1982 and
includes recommendations for successful land-use planning programs gleaned from those
forums.
Our intent in having western North Carolina as the focus of this issue was to investigate
a region forwhichwe have respect. We hopeyou will find that each ofthe authors in this issue
is motivated by an abiding interest in the people and places of this region. We also hope that
this issue of Carolina Planning helps to focus and extend the existing discussions and
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